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University of Papua New Guinea

PO Box 320, University 134
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Tel: (675) 325 4645

MIRC CODE OF CONDUCT AND CONDITIONS OF USE (Revised August 2005)

1
Introduction

The University of Papua New Guinea’s Motupore Island Research Centre (MIRC) is PNG’s foremost marine research station, and is situated on Motupore Island in Bootless Bay off the East Hiri Coast some 15km SE of Port Moresby.  The location has significant cultural and environmental value to PNG.  

Motupore Island is within the Papuan Barrier Reef, the lagoon of which is a submerged ancient coastal plain whose outer margin is defined by an impressive reef some 5km offshore, paralleling the PNG coast for many Kms to the SE.  The small hilly island of Motupore is c. 800 m by 280 m, covering 45 acres.  Most tropical marine habitats are present between Motupore and the barrier reef, including a variety of reef types [fringing, patch and barrier], sea-grass and algae beds, mangroves and extensive intertidal and sublittoral carbonate and mud areas.  The terrestrial vegetation is mainly eucalypt savannah, with pockets of monsoonal woodland and a limited strand formation.  The substantial amount of research that has been undertaken on and around Motupore and its adjacent environment, in the last 3 decades, makes it one of the most studied sites in PNG.   Motupore is also a protected archaeological site, of cultural heritage significance, the UPNG adopting a custodial role on behalf of the National Museum.  There is a traditional burial ground and a kitchen midden with remains dating back 500 years.   Constitution House, now newly renovated, was also the scene of much of the negotiation and writing of the nation’s constitution.

MIRC is in the process of developing a long-term site management system that seeks to identify and manage the impacts that the station and visitors to the station may have on the local environment.  In the meantime we ask that you abide by the following code of conduct (and conditions of use) when based on Motupore.  Please read these prior to submitting your Facilities Request Form.
2
MIRC Code of Conduct and Conditions of Use
Planning and Arrival at Tahira

1. MIRC is available for educational (including conference and workshops) and research purposes only.  MIRC does not accept recreational bookings.
2. A Facilities Request Form must be completed for each visit.  The visit must be confirmed by the MIRC Facilities Operations Officer (FOO) or Director.  Payments must be made in advance.
3. MIRC does not provide meals for visitors to Motupore.  MIRC does, however, supply cooking facilities.  Please ensure that you have brought adequate food and drink for your visit, or have arranged for external catering.  The presence of external caterers must be recognised on the Facilities Request Form, and your group will be charged accordingly.
4. Please bring your own drinking water, given that freshwater is in limited supply on Motupore.
5. Please arrive at Tahira on time.  If a delay is unavoidable, please contact the FOO on 325 2774 at least 30 minutes prior to your scheduled arrival time.  Lengthy unannounced delays (> 1hr) at weekends will result in cancellation of your visit.
6. Private boats are not permitted on Motupore.

7. A checklist of visitors and safety briefing will be undertaken at Tahira before boarding boats.  Please pay full attention.  Any unauthorised visitors will not be ferried to Motupore.  Any late additions to the list should be communicated to the MIRC FOO, at the latest 24 hours before the scheduled departure time.

8. Do not board any boats at Tahira until instructed to do so by MIRC staff.  Whilst onboard MIRC boats you must immediately follow any instructions provided by the boat operator.  Visitors who are unable to swim are advised to inform the boat operator.  Life jackets are available on MIRC boats and must be adorned when instructed to do so by the boat operator. Do not disembark from the boats until instructed to do so.
General Matters while on Motupore
9. All users of facilities must become familiar (and comply) with any relevant regulations or codes of practice operated by MIRC.  Upon your arrival, a MIRC staff member will make you aware of these in a brief introductory talk to MIRC.  
10. While on Motupore, all visitors should follow the instructions of MIRC staff regarding the use of facilities.  Because of ongoing research and station maintenance, special rules may be in place.  Visitors must not enter unauthorised facilities or interfere in any way with MIRC equipment, tanks and aquaria.   If you are interested in a particular aspect of our research, please approach a staff member who will be happy to provide information, access or a guided tour at a convenient time.
11. The use of MIRC boats, and participation in diving and snorkelling activities, are subject to special codes of practice.  All relevant paperwork must be completed.

12. All fresh water is supplied by rainfall, and hence is a limited commodity.  Please take care not to waste fresh water.  Turn off taps when not in use.  Use water sparingly for bathing.  All toilets are supplied with seawater; their use is not restricted.
13. Visitors are expected to keep the Centre tidy during their stay and must take their rubbish with them when departing Motupore.  
14. All accommodation rooms should be locked when left unattended.  MIRC takes no responsibility for any personal or work equipment stolen.

15. Replacement of missing and/or damaged MIRC property (including buildings, equipment, boats etc) caused by you or your group will be charged to you or your organisation.

Personal Conduct

16. The Principal Supervisor is expected to control the conduct of visitors at all times and to prevent annoyance to residents of Motupore.  No noise above a normal conversation is allowed after 9pm.
17. The consumption of alcoholic beverages on Motupore must have the prior approval of the MIRC FOO or Director.  The unauthorised use of alcohol and/or drunkenness on Motupore will not be tolerated.  This will lead to confiscation of all alcohol and a banning of your group from future use of MIRC facilities.  The consumption of alcohol on boats is prohibited.
18. Betelnut chewing is prohibited in MIRC facilities.  Spitting is prohibited on Motupore grounds. 

19. Smoking is prohibited in MIRC facilities.  Cigarette butts must be disposed of in the ash trays and bins provided.

20. Littering or graffiti on the island, however small, is prohibited.  
21. The feeding of wildlife is prohibited. 

22. Pets or introduced animals or plants are prohibited.

23. Fires are prohibited.

24. Unauthorised camping is prohibited.  Existing tracks should be used when walking.  There should be no damage to island vegetation.

25. Flora and fauna, terrestrial and marine (including sea-shells and coral), must not be damaged, collected or removed from Motupore.  

26. Fragments of archaeological material such as clay pots must not be removed from Motupore.  

Failure to abide with the above conditions will jeopardise future group visits to Motupore.  The Director and his staff reserve the right to remove any visitor from the island who has no clear regard for his/her environment or his/her island companions.  We trust that you find this code of conduct reasonable given the importance of Motupore.  We hope you enjoy your visit.

Dr Mark Baine 

Director, MIRC

